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Request for Qualifications – Architects 
ROSS AND MARY WHIPPLE FAMILY FOREST EDUCATION CENTER 
 
The University of Arkansas Fayetteville, in accordance with the policies of the Board of Trustees, is 
soliciting responses from qualified architects for the Ross and Mary Whipple Family Forest Education 
Center. 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Garvan Woodland Gardens, located in Hot Springs along the shore of Lake Hamilton, is the University of 
Arkansas’s botanical garden, under the direction of the Fay Jones School of Architecture and Design. Its 
mission is to preserve and enhance a unique part of the Ouachita Mountains, providing visitors with a 
place of learning, research, cultural enrichment, and serenity. Thanks to a generous gift by the namesake 
donors, the new Ross and Mary Whipple Family Forest Education Center will build on the Gardens’ 
mission and engage a broader audience by creating a place for meaningful dialogue among University of 
Arkansas students and faculty, statewide policymakers, and community leaders. The center will serve as 
an environmental education center and economic development tool focused on five main topics: the 
character and value of Arkansas forests; the promotion of regional forest and timber industries; the use of 
wood for the betterment of society and the environment; public arts education and cultural experiences; 
and advancing the respective missions of the Gardens, the Fay Jones School, and the University of 
Arkansas. 
 
The building, set within a beautiful, wooded site, will house an event space for up to 200 people, with 
excellent acoustics and technology for presentations, flexible meeting spaces for workshops, lectures, and 
conferences, and the requisite support areas needed for large-scale gatherings. The Center will feature 
permanent and rotating exhibitions focused on Arkansas forests, serve as the summer home for the Fay 
Jones School’s Design Camp, and support the proposed Arkansas Forest Academy, a public program 
whose mission aligns with the Center’s. 
 
The Whipple Center will be constructed primarily of Arkansas-sourced mass timber, making it a direct 
demonstration of wood as a renewable resource in service of environmental stewardship and economic 
development, and continuing the University of Arkansas’s leadership in emerging timber technologies. A 
variety of possibilities for the design of the center have been studied by the Fay Jones School’s Urban 
Design Build Studio, allowing students to actively engage in its mission through a series of advanced 
studios. Those ideas will help enrich the project as it moves forward into the upcoming design and 
construction process. 1 
 

 
1 Previous student work under direction of the Urban Design Build Studio will be provided to shortlisted firms for reference. 
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As part of its continuing work to improve the setting of Garvan Woodland Gardens, Gardens staff worked 
with a landscape architect to anticipate a site design for the proposed building location at a former 
parking lot. The design ties the site into surrounding pathway network, and extends the language of the 
garden around the building. The selected design team will be expected to take this landscape design 
forward, and incorporate it as possible into planning for the building. 2 
 
PROJECT COST 
 
The project cost is currently estimated at a maximum of $5.1 million. Total project cost includes the 
construction cost and soft costs like design fees. Architects and consultants will work with a university 
building committee, an independent third-party commissioning agent, and Facilities Management to 
advance campus design principles and sustainability requirements. 
 
ANTICIPATED PROJECT SCHEDULE 
 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) issued   May 29 
Statement of Qualification (SOQ) due   June 16 
interviews of shortlisted firms    July 15 
Board of Trustees selection announced   August 11 
contract negotiations     September 2026 
construction starts     March 2027 
project complete      October 2028 
 
SUBMISSION 
 
The deadline for responses is 1:00pm local time on Tuesday, June 16, 2026. 
All respondents will be notified of the results by EMAIL, so please provide accurate contact information. 
 
Address ten (10) copies of responses to: Todd Furgason, Senior Campus Planner    

University of Arkansas 
Facilities Management 
521 S. Razorback Road, FAMA C-100 
Fayetteville, AR 72701 
 

Notice to design teams: 
 
The University of Arkansas Board of Trustees has expressed a clear preference for design teams that 
include an Arkansas architect. Please note that this will be considered during the selection process. 
 
 

 
2 Drawings will be shared with shortlisted firms. 
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Format requirements: 
 
Printed responses should be no larger than 8.5in x 11in, limited to 50 sheets maximum (100 pages), fully 
recyclable (i.e. no plastic covers, plastic tabs, etc.) and bound with glue, staples, or thread (i.e. perfect 
bound, saddle stitching, etc.). No metal or plastic coils allowed. No loose pages or folders. Responses that 
do not meet these requirements will be disqualified. 
 
Please send a digital copy of the response via email to toddf@uark.edu in addition to the printed booklets. 
 
To avoid potential conflicts of interest, respondents should not communicate with university faculty or staff 
about this project. This document provides the relevant information for assembling a Statement of 
Qualifications. If you have questions about the selection process or the project scope, you can send them via 
email to toddf@uark.edu. 
 
Content requirements: 
 
Include the information below and organize it in an easily accessible manner. You do not need to divide 
the response into chapters exactly matching the descriptions below. Responses that do not include the 
required licensure information will be disqualified. 
 
1. Proof of licensure or eligibility: 

 
Architects: All firms shall be licensed, or eligible for licensure, in the State of Arkansas. Eligible firms 
not currently licensed in Arkansas must send a letter to the Arkansas State Board of Architects (501-
682-3171/501-682-3172 fax) stating their intent to respond to an RFQ issued by the University of 
Arkansas. Please include project name, submittal date, and proof of valid NCARB certification in the 
letter. Consulting and joint venture firms are also required to be licensed by the Arkansas State Board 
of Architects. Notification to the State Board must be made PRIOR to responding to this solicitation, 
and A COPY OF EITHER A VALID ARKANSAS LICENSE OR THE LETTER OF INTENT TO 
THE STATE BOARD DESCRIBED ABOVE FOR ALL TEAM MEMBER FIRMS MUST BE 
INCLUDED WITH THE RESPONSE. The final selected firm(s) will have 30 days to make 
application for corporate licensure after they are awarded the contract. 
 
Landscape Architects: All firms shall be licensed by the Arkansas State Board of Architects, 
Landscape Architects, and Interior Designers. A COPY OF A VALID ARKANSAS LICENSE 
MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THE SUBMITTAL. 
 
Civil Engineers: All engineers shall hold individual licenses in the State of Arkansas, and all 
engineering firms shall hold a valid Certificate of Authorization (COA) issued by the 
Arkansas State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers and Professional Surveyors. 
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Joint venture firms are also required to hold a COA. A COPY OF A VALID ARKANSAS 
CERTIFICATE OF AUTHORIZATION MUST BE INCLUDED WITH THE SUBMITTAL. 
 

2. Organizational chart for design team and all consultants 
3. Specific project experience (within the past five years) with design and implementation of a range of 

mass timber technologies 
4. Specific project experience (within the past five years) with design of conference spaces, exhibition 

galleries, and related project types 
5. Specific project experience (within the past five years) with exhibit design 
6. Current office size, personnel description, and workload 
7. Experience constructing projects under nationally-recognized sustainable rating systems 
8. Experience with fully commissioned projects 
9. Proof of current professional liability insurance coverage ($1,000,000 minimum required) 
10. List of projects currently under contract with state agencies or educational facilities 
 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES REQUIRED 
 
PROGRAMMING, FEASIBILITY ASSESSMENTS, GRAPHIC PRESENTATION, SITE PLANNING, 
CIVIL ENGINEERING, LANDSCAPE DESIGN, INTERIOR DESIGN, GRAPHICS AND 
WAYFINDING DESIGN, COST EVALUATION, SCHEMATIC DESIGN, DESIGN DEVELOPMENT, 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS, CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION, AND PROJECT 
CLOSEOUT. 
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LOCATION 
 
The Whipple Center will be located southeast of the existing Welcome Center. 
 

 


